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CDR Farrell is the Executive Officer of Coast Guard Activities Europe in Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands.  Previous to this assignment, CDR Farrell served as an International Port Security 
Liaison Officer for Activities Europe, performing bi-lateral information exchanges and 
conducting visits at foreign seaport facilities of America's maritime trading partner nations. 
 
Born in the United States, CDR Farrell received a Bachelors of Science Degree in Marine 
Transportation and certification as a Coast Guard Junior Engineer and Unlimited Third Mate 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy (1993). CDR Farrell received a Masters with 
Distinction in Homeland Security with a Concentration in Transportation Security Management 
from American Military University (AMU) (2008). In mid-2008, he was inducted into the 
Golden Key International Honour Society for his scholarly focus on enhancing commercial 
vessel and supply chain security. CDR Farrell holds various credentials as a physical security 
specialist and is certified as an Anti-terrorism/Force Protection Level II trainer. 
 
Before joining the Coast Guard, CDR Farrell sailed as a merchant mariner, and continues to 
maintain his unlimited Coast Guard mariner license. Within the Coast Guard he is a subject 
matter expert in marine safety and security programs. Some of his experience include: directing 
Coast Guard and industry-led security, emergency management, pollution, and marine safety 
exercises; serving as a qualified Marine Safety Senior Marine Inspector and Senior Marine 
Investigating Officer; teaching commercial diving and offshore drilling regulations at the Randy 
Smith School for Offshore Drilling; guest lecturing at the University of Wisconsin-Superior and 
the University of Lafayette Louisiana; performing security surveys on ships and of seaport 
facilities; and attending Merchant Marine Industry Training with McAllister Towing, Virginia 
Port Authority’s Security Directorate, and Zel Technologies Homeland Security Group.  He has 
published numerous marine safety articles in trade magazines and over 124 professional papers 
on maritime security. CDR Farrell served in the National Propeller Club, International 
Association of Drilling Contractors, and on the National Offshore Safety Advisory Committee; 
he is a proud member of The American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS) International. He 
is married and the proud father of three boys. 


